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STEP 1 
 

POST-HIGH SCHOOL PLANNING AT LT 
 

This handbook guides you in your college and career planning.  It outlines LT’S process for helping you 
assess your goals, abilities and interests. Much of this is supported by your learning experiences and 
assessments on “Naviance” and in group guidance.   Since approximately 95% of LT’S graduates go directly 
to college or post-secondary training, this handbook concentrates on the details of that search, application 
and decision-making process. If you are considering delaying college or pursuing a vocation or the military, 
you will find additional information in the College and Career Center as well as from your counselor.   
 
Students will work closely with their counselor to make sure the process results in a good fit for each student’s 
unique talents, interests and goals. The initial college planning appointment is central to your individual 
plan.  It provides personalized direction and information as well as specific avenues for your research. You 
will have that appointment in the fall of your junior year.  It would also be helpful to view the “College 
and Career Center Introduction Video and visit the College and Career Center.   Prepare for the college 
planning appointment by taking the standardized tests and by assessing your goals and aspirations. Talk with 
your family and your counselor to identify your interests. What do you want to study? Where in the country - 
in the world - do you want to be? What careers intrigue you? What must you do to attain your goals?  The LT 
counseling staff will present information through group guidance, and will also provide instruction in 
“Naviance”, (our online database for college search and application), and offer insights to college and career 
issues.  “Naviance” can be accessed through the LTHS website. (Parents should sign in as a “Guest”).    
 
You will also want to check out significant software, print matter and relevant Internet sites by going to the 
College and Career Center, Room 148. The College Center staff will assist you with resources, computers 
and relevant information on careers, jobs, colleges and representative visits.  The College Coordinator is 
available for individual consultation and essay review. 

 
The Importance of the High 

School Curriculum 
 

Your high school curriculum is crucial to you as you focus 
on finding the best match in a college. It is also important to college 

admission departments when they evaluate candidates. 
 
At most of the four-year accredited colleges in the country, the difficulty of being admitted is governed by a 
simple principle of supply and demand. If a college has a large number of applicants, but only has to accept 
a small number to fill its freshman class, the college can be highly selective. Conversely, if the college must 
take most of its applicants to fill the spaces available, the institution cannot be as selective.  College selectivity 
is not directly correlated to the college’s academic integrity. A college’s selectivity may not be important to 
you when you make your choice. The best college for you matches your desires, goals, objectives, abilities 
and development. Your high school curriculum is crucial as you focus on finding the best match in a college. 
It is also key to college admission departments when they evaluate candidates. Criteria for college admission 
vary greatly; however, all colleges focus on the rigor and quality of your high school curriculum. 
Admission personnel judge “rigor” and “quality” by evaluating the importance of the academic subject matter 
in your courses, the grades you earn in those courses, the level of difficulty of your courses,  
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and the overall program you have taken.  Generally, colleges prefer a traditional and classical college 
preparatory curriculum that includes the following areas: 
 
• English (literature and composition courses) 
• Mathematics (general level courses may not be acceptable; computer science is not generally accepted as        
math, but it may be recognized as a significant curricular component) 
• Science (laboratory courses) 
• Social Studies 
• Foreign Language 
 

Take as rigorous and personally challenging a program as you can.   
Fit your course selection to your interests and goals.   

Draw upon the information gained from your self-assessment, your earlier performances, and 
from standardized testing to determine the best program for you. 

 
All colleges also look favorably on enrichment courses when they supplement a strong academic program. 
Performing arts, business, home economics and technical/applied arts all provide important electives for 
students who wish to enhance their course of study.  Different types of institutions of higher education have 
general requirements unique to their classification. Useful classifications include public universities, private 
four-year colleges, highly selective colleges, two -year colleges, and community colleges.  The more 
selective a college, the more that college can demand in academic achievement.  Minimum course 
requirements for entrance into four different types of colleges are shown in the following list. Use the academic 
prerequisites only as general minimum guidelines. Many colleges look for candidates who take the more 
rigorous program and achieve successfully. Because college expectations may change from year to year, 
obtain specific information directly from the college or from your counselor. 

 
 
 

Course Requirements for Admission 
Types of Colleges 

 
 
Public Universities:   Private 4-Year Colleges:  Highly Selective Colleges: 
English ......................4 years  English………………. .4 years English……………….4 years 
Mathematics...........3-4 years  Mathematics.............3-4 years Mathematics…………4 years  
Science.......................3 years Foreign Language ....2-3 years Foreign Languages…4 years 
Social Studies.............3 years Science.......................3 years Lab Science……….3-4 years 
Academic Electives ....2 years Social Studies    ......2-3 years Social Studies……..3-4 years 
(Art, Foreign Language,  Academic Electives ....2 years Academic Electives…2 years 
Music) 
 
Community Colleges: Requirements vary greatly from an open-door admission policy to selective 
admission for particular courses as specified by the different departments. 
 
*High school courses taken in grades seven and eight are included; for example, Algebra I, geometry, and 
the first year of any foreign language are counted in this total. (These courses will not count for NCAA 
eligibility, however, as only courses taken at the high school will be counted). Colleges that require foreign 
language for admission may require two years of the same foreign language. ** Math level must be 
Algebra 1 and higher.  Usual sequence:  Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 and higher. 
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College Planning Calendar 
Junior Year 

 
 
Fall/Winter 
 

o Start off right: grades are important, but your good behavior and attitude in class mean that one or two 

of your junior year teachers could advocate for your admission by writing a letter of recommendation 

o Talk to friends, parents and faculty members about colleges and careers. 

o Update your Naviance account, create a college list in “Colleges I’m Thinking about”. Complete the 

personality inventory, and update your electronic resume. 

o Make sure you are using you’re an email address that you visit frequently on all college 

correspondence. 

o Analyze your PSAT scores. SAVE them and your account number from College Board. 

o Meet with your counselor for an initial college planning session. 

o Register carefully for senior courses. Take the most demanding program you can manage 

successfully. 

o Register and/or begin test prep for SAT or ACT 

o Visit college representatives at LT in College Center. Visit schedule, sign-up and passes can be 

completed on “Naviance” under “College Visits”.   

o Read “ The College News and Scholarship Packet” and attend campus events and programs. 

 

 

.Spring/Summer 

 
o Schedule and take the ACT and/or the SAT.  All juniors will take the SAT as part of the state-required 

exams in the spring. 

o Keep a record of your College Board account number and any test scores. 

o Research and visit the schools on your list. 

o Review audition or portfolio requirements for Visual/Performing Arts programs. 

o Schedule a visit to a campus or a group of campuses over spring break.  

o Attend the College Fair at LT. 

o Continue to meet with your counselor to work toward your future goals. 

o Review college websites and applications throughout the summer so you can work ahead on college 

essays and finalize your college list. 

o Register with NCAA if you plan to play sports in college.  Once registered, LT will send your 6th semester 

transcript to and final transcript to NCAA. 
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Alternatives to a Four year College 
 

Some seniors are not interested in a four-year academic program of studies after high school. Community   
colleges provide one option. Many vocational and technical schools exist for those who want to learn skills 
that will help them find good jobs.  The College and Career Center provides information on these schools and 
job opportunities. Alternatives to a four year college include community colleges, the armed services, business 
and industry, private vocational schools and experiential learning. Most students investigate the possibilities 
for college and apply even if they think they want an alternative. 
 
Community Colleges 
When you enroll at an Illinois community college, you may choose to earn an associate degree and transfer 
to a four-year institution after your first two years, or you may choose a career program designed to prepare 
you for a job when you graduate. More than 1,200 courses of study are available including: engineering, 
computer science, pre-law, pre-med, nursing, marketing, psychology, law enforcement, filmmaking, business 
management, economics, architecture and fine arts. A list of associate degrees and career programs offered 
by Illinois community colleges is available in the College and Career Center. Our district community college 
is the College of DuPage located at 425 Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL 60137, (630) 942-2800.  The web 
address is:  www.cod.edu. 
 
Armed Services 
Opportunities in education and training are available for men and women in all branches of the Armed Forces. 
In peacetime, one of the major functions of the armed services is training.  All branches of the services now 
prefer to take high school graduates for specialized training.  Training in the armed services can range from 
a few weeks to a year, depending upon the field of specialization. Some of the training is related completely 
to military service, but much of it is applicable to jobs in civilian life. Your options include the Air Force, Army, 
Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard and U.S. Merchant Marine.  All branches of the Armed Services 
are invited to visit LT on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month.  No sign-up is necessary.  They will be at a 
table outside of the cafeteria to answer questions. 
 
On-the-Job Training by Business and Industry 
The amount of money spent by business and industry in training and educating employees exceeds that spent 
by all formal schools and colleges combined. At times the training lasts only a few days or a few weeks while 
some occupations might take a year with frequent retraining as the employee advances in the company. 
Companies will often finance all or part of the training for students who want to take job-related courses. As 
a result, increasing numbers of employees are working toward high school diplomas or college degrees with 
financial assistance from employers. 
 
Private Vocational Schools 
A number of privately-owned schools provide vocational training. Areas of specialization include broadcasting, 
fashion, cosmetology, medical and technical training, and many more.  When choosing a private school, 
carefully check the school’s credentials. Read about the school in brochures available in the College and 
Career Center. Be sure that the school is licensed. Visit the school to check its facilities and equipment. You 
can also investigate the program quality and the school’s financial stability by contacting graduates of the 
school and their employers, the Better Business Bureau and the Illinois Department of Education. 
 
Gap Year—Taking Time Out 
Some students and their parents want to explore organized opportunities for personal growth and experience 
during an interim semester or year. Exciting and valuable programs are now well-established in the United 
States. They range widely in type and location and may include the following: 
• internships in community, social service; 
• leadership training, outdoor education; 
• post-graduate year (PG) at preparatory school; and 
• structured travel/education. 
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College and Career Center 

 
 
The College and Career Center is a multi-media facility devoted to college and career exploration. It provides 
conveniently organized resources for students. 
 
You will find: 
-Library of post-high school planning materials 
-Commercially-published guidebooks 
-Files on colleges, universities and professional schools 
-Computer programs and Internet sites to help you research colleges and careers 
-Financial aid information 
-Career exploration materials 
-Alternative programs 
- Scholarships 
- Summer opportunities and educational travel 
 
 
 
Hours and Location 
The College and Career Center is located at the North Campus, Room 148.  The hours are 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. during the school year. The College Coordinator and professional assistants will help you find the 
materials you need, or you may work with your counselor in the center. We are located on the main floor, 
directly across from the Counselors’ offices. To reach the College and Career Center by phone, call (708)579-
6355. 

 

 
 
 
 

College Center 
College Coordinator:  Lianne Musser              lmusser@lths.net   
College/Career Center Secretary:  Kim Svozil      ksvozil@lths.net 
College/Career Para-educator    708-579-6355 

            
 
 
 

 
Student Services Department 
Division Chair for Student Services: Drew Eder  deder@lths.net              
Student Services Secretary:  Trudy Tosch   ttosch@lths.net         
Counseling Secretary:  Mary Gresge    mgresge@lths.net  
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Planning for College 
 

The Senior Calendar 
 

August-September 
-  Review the application process in group guidance. Pay attention to deadlines. 
-  Register for SAT and SAT subject tests and/or ACT for September through January          
-  Finalize your short list — the schools to which you will apply. 
-  Complete self-evaluation forms for counselor or teacher recommendations 
-  Complete applications. 
-  Request transcripts in Naviance   
-  Visit selected college campuses, if possible. 
-  Update your list of colleges in Naviance and make sure it coincides with the Common app. 
-  Request teacher recommendations in Naviance after completing Student Info for Teacher form 
-  Check college websites to determine if your colleges require the CSS Profile for financial aid and begin 
that process at http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile.  
  

 

October 
-  Attend to early action or early decision deadlines. 
-  Arrange for on and off campus interviews when offered. 
-  Prepare required essays. 
-  Apply to “rolling admission” institutions 
-  Develop résumé, portfolio, video or other appropriate reflection of special talent, 
-  Request transcripts and letters of recommendation at least three weeks before the college deadlines. 
-  If you are applying for need-based financial aid, loans or work-study, request FSA ID numbers for the 
student and parent at www.fafsa.ed.gov  
-  Submit FAFSA directly to Federal Student Aid Programs as soon after October 1 as possible.   
-  Submit CSS Profile to colleges that require it.  Go to www.collegeboard.org to apply for nonfederal financial             
aid.     
 

November 
-  Note all Illinois state university application deadlines. 
-  Request documents for applications with December 15 to January 15 deadlines at least 10 school days 
prior to the last day of school before Winter Break. 

 

. December 
-  Withdraw other applications if you receive binding early decision acceptance. 
-  Apply for housing where specified. 
-  If you are considering alternatives to college, see your counselor to discuss opportunities. 
-  Start applying for scholarships which are located in Naviance and posted in the Packet. 

 

January 
-  Meet January, February and March application deadlines. 
-  Send “thank you” notes to teachers who have written your recommendations. 
-  Request 7th semester, mid-year, report and transcript to colleges that require it through Naviance. 
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STEP 2 
TAKE STANDARDIZED TESTS 

 

 Standardized testing is only one part of all the information that represents you and your 
accomplishments. 

 
Another selection criterion considered by college admission personnel is a student’s performance on 
standardized tests. Most colleges and universities require candidates to submit scores from either the ACT 
or SAT.   It is recommended that students list the universities where they intend to apply at the time of testing 
to ensure that they have all test scores and to avoid paying additional score report fees.   
 

Note:  LT DOES NOT SEND TEST SCORES TO COLLEGES, NOR ARE THEY LISTED ON THE 
TRANSCRIPT.  STUDENTS MUST SEND THE SCORES BY LISTING THE SCHOOL WHEN 
REGISTERING FOR THE TEST OR REQUEST A SCORE REPORT AT A LATER DATE.  
 

A complete list of acronyms and their actual test titles and purposes follows. 
 

PSAT/NMSQT  
(Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) 
The PSAT/NMSQT test is given in October to high school juniors nationwide. The PSAT is a useful indicator 
of scholastic aptitude as well as the basis of some merit scholarships.  Administered by the College Board, 
the PSAT is the source of some college mailings that you will receive.   LT does not send these results to 
colleges. Students receive three scores:  verbal, math, and writing, as well as a fourth titled the “Selection 
Index” (SI). The SI is used exclusively for the National Merit competition. 
 

ACT (American College Testing Program) 
These are four, 35-60 minute tests in academic areas of English, mathematics, reading and science 
reasoning.  All schools will accept either ACT or SAT.  Students receive four separate scores plus a composite 
score, which is the average.  Each score is reported as the accurate portion from a total of 36. as There is an 
optional writing assessment which is required by certain colleges and is available only on national test dates. 
Check the ACT website or the college website to determine if you will need this section. 
 

SAT 
The SAT includes a Reading/Writing Test, and a Math Test. The SAT has an optional essay component, 
which a few colleges will require. SAT questions focus on skills that matter most for college readiness and 
success, according to the latest research.  Illinois requires the SAT as the state exam, so LT will administer 
the test to all juniors in the spring.  All institutions now accept either the SAT or the ACT. 

 

SAT Subject Tests 
Fewer than a dozen colleges now require Subject Tests. These are one-hour tests, and are used by some 
colleges in the admissions process.  They measure knowledge in specific subject areas. Students may 
register for up to three tests on one date.  The SAT subject tests are usually offered on the same days as the 
SAT, but there are exceptions — check carefully. Tests are given in American history, European history, 
biology, chemistry, English literature, mathematics level I, mathematics level II, physics, French, German, 
Hebrew, Italian, Latin, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Spanish. You should take a specific SAT subject 
test as soon after completing the course as is possible. 
Note: Not all SAT subject tests are given at every test administration. Check the College Board website, 
www.collegeboard.org to determine which subject tests are offered on SAT testing dates. 
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AP (Advanced Placement) 
The AP Program provides students with the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting.  
AP exams are given once a year in May. The scores are used for college placement, credit or advanced 
standing. AP tests and scores are not designed to be used for admission purposes. 
 

 
TOEFL 
(Test of English as a Foreign Language) 
The TOEFL, administered by the College Board, provides an alternative test for students who have been 
speaking English for less than five years. The test is used to evaluate the English proficiency of these 
students. Highly selective colleges may require students to submit SAT scores for the mathematics 
component along with the TOEFL. 
 

 
What Tests Should You Take? 
LT offers the PSAT & SAT to all students. Both tests provide useful information about your test-taking skills 
as well as practice in testing. You will take the SAT at LT in the spring of junior year.  You may take it again 
early in the fall of senior year. You may also take the ACT.  You also may find that you score better on one 
test than the other. You will be permitted to select which results you send to colleges.  

 
What About Test Preparation? 
The best preparation for scoring well on college entrance examinations is a rigorous background of academic 
courses, strong study and work habits and reading for information and enjoyment. However, if your scores on  
the PSAT suggest that you test poorly or that you have gaps in your knowledge base, you and your family 
may want to consider some form of test preparation.   
LT offers in-house test preparation classes in the fall and spring.  Sign-up and additional information is 
available in the TESTING OFFICE, ROOM 45.  LT does not endorse any particular test preparation service, 
and a wide range of options is available.   
 

 
When Should I Take The Tests? 
Juniors should plan to test first in March, April, May or June of the junior year.  Students should submit 
results to colleges even if they plan to apply test-optional, 

 

Helpful codes:  (Located in registration packets and online) 
 

• 142-483  The ACT/SAT high school code for LT 

• 174-240  ACT test center code number 
• 14-380    SAT test center code number 

 
 

Registration Information 
 
• Registration for the standardized ACT and SAT tests is done online at the following websites: 
 ACT:  www.actstudent.org   SAT:  www.collegeboard.com 
 
 
• Unless otherwise noted, SAT and SAT subject tests are given at the same time on each of the test dates.          
You cannot take both on the same day. You can take up to three SAT subject tests on the same date. 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


• See the Testing Office to register for the TOEFL or to make arrangements for extended testing, if you 
qualify. Check with your counselor to learn about requirements. 

  
Registration Procedure 

• All students will be required to upload a photo and additional information when registering online. 

• On test day only one of these forms of identification will be accepted: a government issued photo ID 
(driver’s license), a school ID with photo, school letter with photo or notarized statement with photo 

• Students who want to make a Test Center or Test Date Change after the late registration deadline 
will be required to request the change online in advance of test day.  There will be no walk-ins on 
test day! 

 
 

Reporting Your Scores 
Students must instruct the testing companies to send scores directly to colleges and universities.  
LT does not release test scores and they do not appear on the transcript.   Additional scores may be 
requested by contacting the testing companies.  There will be a fee for each score report requested. 
 
Test Dates 
Test dates and registration deadlines may be found online: 

• ACT:   www.actstudent.org 

• SAT and Subject Tests:   www.collegeboard.org  

• Testing Office brochure available in the Testing Office, Room 45 
 
LT is not a test site for all test administrations.  You must check the registration bulletin or online registration 
information to verify that the exams are offered at LT or to select an alternative testing center. 
 
 

Test-Optional Schools 
There are a great number of number of colleges (now over 2000) where admission is now “test-optional”.  
Test-optional schools do not require candidates to submit scores from standardized tests.  Colleges that are 
test optional will do a holistic review of the student from the documents submitted.  There may be some 
programs that still require a test score for direct admission.   Scholarships are also awarded to test optional 
admitted students.  Some of these college admission directors require more information such as a portfolio 
or graded writing samples to determine the academic skills of their applicants.  For a complete list of test-
options schools go to www.fairtest.org/univ/optional.htm.  
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STEP 3 
Assess Your Goals 

 

“What do you want to do with your life? Why are you going to college? ” 
If you have not been asked these questions lately, you probably soon will be. You may have been asking 
yourself and wondering how you can go about finding the answers. To choose a college or to find a career 
path, you have to know yourself: your interests, goals, dreams, weaknesses and strengths. You need to: 

• identify your goals for your education, 
• take stock of your priorities, and 

• list your practical concerns. 
This self-assessment will help you determine what to consider as you investigate colleges. 

 

Identify Personal Priorities 
The worksheet below will help you and your parents identify priorities for the college search. Complete the 
Student Worksheet and ask your parents to complete the Parent Worksheet. Compare your ratings, discuss 
major issues and resolve differences before you begin your plan. 
 

Student’s College Selection  
 
“Going where they do not fit” is the number one 
mistake most college-bound students say they 
make. Over 30 percent of all college students 
graduate from a school different from the one in 
which they started. Consider what is important to 
you now and try to anticipate the type of campus 
where you will stay to graduate. 

 
 

What is important to you? 

Parent’s College Selection Worksheet 
 
However well-intentioned, many parents make the 
mistake of pushing their student to follow the 
parents’ career, attend the parents’ school or 
attend a college primarily for its prestige. 
Please avoid this costly error and consider 
objectively what is best for your son or daughter. 
Use this section to show what considerations are 
important to you. 

 
What is important to you? 

 
                                          Very            Relatively         Not 

Cost (stipulate range)         
College selectivity 
Distance from home 
Location 
Four-year college 
Two-year college 
Public 
Private 
Living arrangements 
Size of enrollment 
Athletics 
SAT or ACT scores 
Area of studies 
Activities 
Fraternity/Sorority Life 
Co-op programs 
Foreign study 
Reputation 
Campus life 
ROTC 
Safety 

 

                                          Very            Relatively         Not 

Cost (stipulate range) 
College selectivity 
Distance from home 
Location 
Four-year college 
Two-year college 
Public 
Private 
Living arrangements 
Size of enrollment 
Athletics 
SAT or ACT scores 
Area of studies 
Activities 
Fraternity/Sorority Life 
Co-op programs 
Foreign study 
Reputation 
Campus life 
ROTC 
Safety 
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Create an Academic Résumé 

 

An academic résumé is a summary of your educational experience and should highlight your scholastic 
honors, grade point average, standardized test scores, leadership positions and personal achievements. All 
extra-curricular activities, community service and relevant work experience should be included on your one-
page résumé.  Use the Resume template in Naviance to develop a resume over time. 
 

The objective of this résumé is to give both admission representatives and faculty writing your 
recommendations a quick overview of your abilities, interests and values. Developing an academic résumé 
is an important first step in making educated college and career choices. Your resume will help you review 
your accomplishments and determine your personal, athletic, spiritual or recreational goals for your remaining 
time in high school. It may also help you decide which activities you might wish to participate in college.   
 

Most college applications will ask you to complete their activities section. This resume will be a useful guide 
to completing this part of the application. Include activities in which you have participated during your high 
school years only, grades nine through eleven or twelve. Unless you are a visual or performing arts applicant, 
most colleges do not want a resume. 
 

Organize your résumé by listing all your contact information at the top of the page. This may include your 
name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address. Make sure your e-mail address is appropriate for 
business use; cute nicknames or college athletic names are not encouraged. The high school name, address 
and phone number should follow your personal information under an “Education” heading. Add your 
graduation year, GPA and test scores to this category. If you have received any academic honors, be sure to 
include these awards. Next, you will want to emphasize any leadership positions with your extra-curricular 
activities affiliated with school or other organizations. Use action verbs to describe your responsibilities as a 
leader. Include the number of years you have participated in these activities.  List activities in chronological 
order.  
 

Follow these tips to make your résumé easier to read and easier to scan into a database: 
• Use a font size of 11-14 points 
• Use non-decorative typefaces 
• Do not use vertical lines, graphics or shading 
• Do not fold your résumé 
 

Potential College Athletes 
 

Many collegiate athletic programs are regulated by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), an 
organization founded in 1906 that has established rules on eligibility, recruiting and financial aid. The NCAA 
has three membership divisions — Division I, Division II and Division III.  Institutions are members of one or 
another division according to the size and scope of their athletic programs and whether they provide athletic 
scholarships.  
 

If you plan to enroll as a freshman and you wish to participate in Division I or Division II athletics, you must 
be certified by the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Center. In May of your junior year, complete the NCAA form at 
www.eligibilitycenter.org.  The College Center will automatically send your transcript once you have 
registered.  You will also need to send them your test scores (if you did not do so at the time you took your 
ACT or SAT) and a transcript.    Meet with your high school counselor early to make sure that you are taking 
core courses as required by NCAA.   Additional information is available at www.ncaa.org.    

 
You will also want to create an athletic résumé to present to college coaches and other athletic recruiters.  
Remember to include references such as coaches/athletic director on the résumé.   
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ACADEMIC RESUME Sample 
 
John Doe 
12234 School Road                                                                                                  johndoe@aol.com 
LaGrange, IL 60525                                                                                                  D.O.B. M/D/Y 
(708) 579-6300 
 
Education:                                           Lyons Township High School                               Graduation Year 
                                                             100 S. Brainard Ave. 
                                                              LaGrange, IL  60525 
 
                                                               GPA: 3.97 weighted, 3.44 unweighted 
                                                               RANK: 142/855 
                                                               PSAT: Verbal 70, Math 60, Writing 61, SI 191 
                                                               ACT: English 28, Math 22, Reading 27, SR 28, Composite 26 
                                                               SAT: Verbal 680, Math 540, Writing 650 
 
Academic Honors:                             National Council Teachers of English Writing Competition 
                                                             Winner, Junior year 
 
Extra-Curricular Activities:                Varsity Wrestling                                              Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
                                                                 Co-Captain, led team to conference championship 
                                                             Concert Band                                                   Grades 10, 11, 12 
                                                                 Trumpet 
                                                             Peer Mediation                                                Grades 9, 10 
                                                              Facilitated mediations for peers in conflict 
                                                             Boy Scouts of America                                    Grades 9, 10, 11,12 
                                                                 Eagle Scout 
 
Volunteer Experience:                       Western Springs Park District                                      Grade 11 
                                                             Lifeguard and swimming instructor 
                                                             Taught Red Cross swimming lessons to first graders 
                                                             
Community Involvement:                  First Congregational Church                           Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
                                                              Member of high school youth group 
                                                              Participation on mission trip to Mexico-Sophomore year 

 
 

• Visual and Performing Arts students:  Application procedures, selection processes and 
programs vary greatly.  Arts students should expect to do some specialized research to 
identify the kinds of programs that suit their interests and the application procedures for 
each institution.  Students should provide a detailed resume or portfolio and/or prepare for 
an audition or portfolio review.   Resume samples are available in the College and Career Center. 
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STEP 4 
APPLY TO COLLEGE 

 

Researching the Institutions 
Now for the exciting part of this process: researching and selecting an institution that offers you the best 
opportunity to achieve your goals. The experience is made more manageable if you use the resources 
available.  “Naviance”, our online college search program is utilized extensively in researching colleges and 
assessing a college’s potential “fit” for each student.  Junior and Senior Group Guidance focuses on the use 
of Naviance in the college search process.  Make sure you have taken advantage of all that this program has 
to offer by completing inventories, resumes, and other valuable assessments.   
 

College Fairs 
College fairs and the LT College/Career Center offer two types of opportunities to visit with college admission 
representatives in a convenient setting.  In the fall and spring, many schools and organizations sponsor 
college fairs. If you attend these fairs with your parents, you will learn more about educational and career 
opportunities after high school. You also will have the opportunity to meet with admission representatives. 
These fairs are held in several suburban locations as well as in the city of Chicago.  LT hosts its own college 
fair in early April and traditionally hosts 250 or more colleges. Dates and locations of these fairs will be posted 
in “The Packet”, available in the College Center or on the LT website. 

 
Visiting with College Representatives at Lyons Township 
Each year, approximately 200 colleges send representatives to LT to talk with prospective students.  The 
majority of these visits occur during first semester. The representative provides current, accurate information 
about the institution and the admission policies. This visit is another opportunity for you to make contact with 
the admission office.  The college representative with whom you speak at LT may be the same one who will 
process your application and participate in your admission decisions.  The schedule of college visitors appears 
in “Naviance” and in “The Packet”.   Students must sign up for the visit on “Naviance” at least 24 hours in 
advance of the visit, and print out the confirmation page.  Teachers will sign this and it will be used as a 
“pass” to the visit.  Plan to visit with the college representative during your unassigned time, if possible. You 
must get permission from your teacher to miss class time for a meeting with a college representative. 
 

Before Seeing the Representative 
• Make the appropriate arrangements with your teacher after signing up for the visit on Naviance..  
• Learn about the campus from the resources in the College Center, “Naviance”, friends or the Internet. 
• Know your standardized test scores and your grade point average for a better conversation with the 
representative. 
 

When You are with the Representative 
• Meet the representative in the College and Career Center or other room specified in Naviance. 
• Plan to meet with the representative for about 30 minutes.  If you cannot attend, leave your name and 
address and ask that the representative telephone you or send you information. Some representatives are in 
the area for at least a week at a time, and it is often possible to schedule evening appointments. 
• Recognize that you are not there to impress the representative, but to gain information. Be comfortable, 
whether there are many students seeing the representative or you are the only one. 
• Be courteous, prompt and professional.  
• Take notes so you may refer to them later. 
• Ask for the correct spelling of the representative’s name and write it down. 
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Making Your Initial College List 
With thousands of colleges and universities from which to choose, your task can be challenging. However, if 
you take the time to think about some of the following considerations, the decision will be easier. Review your 
list of priorities with your counselor or someone who will help you choose several places where you can be 
successful and happy.  Include these colleges in the “Colleges I’m Thinking About” section on Naviance. 
 

Academic Environment 
When assessing the academic environment of the college or university, ask yourself the following questions: 
• Will this college admit me? 
• Have I satisfied the course or other academic requirements of the college? 
• Are my test scores in the appropriate range for this school? 
• Are the standards appropriate for my abilities and interests? 
• What courses are required of all freshmen? 
• When will I have the opportunity to study with full professors rather than graduate students? 
• What are the typical class sizes both for first year students and upper class students? 
• What is the availability of counseling or tutorial programs in the event that I experience academic difficulty? 
• Where do graduates of this college attend graduate school? 
• What kinds of professions and careers do they enter after graduation? 
 

Majors 
Most students change their majors at least once during their college careers. Some courses of study are not 
available at the high school level and other fields that seem unappealing to you now may become much more 
exciting as you become more involved.  However, you probably have a general idea of at least two or three 
areas that interest you, and you may want to consider how strong those departments are at the colleges you 
are considering.  Also of concern are the library and laboratory facilities or other special equipment required 
by your area of interest. 
 

Geographic 
For some students, attending a college close to home is a priority, while others choose to be far away. Perhaps 
as important as the distance from home is the type of college community.   
• Do you yearn for a peaceful academic environment in a small, intellectual town? 
• Do you prefer the stimulation and excitement of a large urban campus? 
• Is there a particular part of the country where you have always wanted to live? 
• Do you prefer a location where you have relatives or close friends? 
• If coming home for holidays and long weekends is important, are distance, transportation costs and 
availability prohibitive? 
 

Size of Campus 
The following are generalizations, so if some of these areas are of concern, ask questions at the schools you 
are considering: 
 

A large campus (15,000-50,000+ students) may offer a variety of academic opportunities including 

elaborate facilities and large libraries, as well as the stimulation of a large faculty, graduate students and 
undergraduates. However, housing may be more difficult to obtain, more courses may be taught by graduate 
students, lecture sessions may be very large, and opportunities for leadership in campus organizations may 
be diminished. 

 

A medium-sized school (5,000-15,000 students) may offer fewer majors and more modest facilities 

than a large school, but also may offer greater opportunities to participate in the activities of your choice and 
to be integrated into a compatible crowd. 
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Small schools (<5,000 students) usually offer smaller, more personal classes, earlier opportunities to 

take classes with well-known professors, and more chances for participation and leadership in campus 
activities. However, facilities may be limited and options for activities and diversity reduced.  (Note: 
approximately two-thirds of the colleges in the United States are LT’s size or smaller.) 
 

Affordability   
Calculate what it costs to attend your selected college for a year. Also calculate your college costs on a four-
year basis. (Many students take four-and-one-half or five years to graduate; calculate the cost of the extra 
time.) Identify the ways to pay these costs. Examine the college’s track record of providing scholarships, loans 
and other financial assistance. In addition, look at recent financial history (e.g., does the college raise fees 
annually, and if so, by how much?). 
 

Housing, food, books and the cost of participating in extra-curricular activities are part of the college expense 
as well. Also calculate the cost of travel to and from home. 
 

If the college offers scholarships, grants, loans or employment programs that can assist you in financing your 
education, learn the application deadlines and which programs are available to freshmen. Ask if the college 
assists with finding part-time work on campus or locally. 
 

Housing and Dining Options 
Some college students prefer the independence of having an apartment and being self-sufficient. For others, 
a large, coed residence hall with 100 students on each floor sounds like an ideal way to make new friends. 
Still others may prefer a smaller, single-sex residence hall with the chance to get to know a few people well. 
All of these options exist, many on the same campus.  On many campuses, sororities and fraternities provide 
much of the housing. While you may want to join a sorority or fraternity, also find out what housing exists for 
those who choose not to join, particularly at the junior or senior levels.  College is probably your first real 
opportunity to be “on your own” with more responsibility for your actions than you may have had in high school. 
College can provide a wonderful transition to independent adult living, so use the housing options available 
to make that transition in the best way for you. 
 

Health, Academic and Disability Services 
Most colleges provide basic physical and psychological health services to students. Some may have full 
service hospitals on campus or have affiliated medical schools which provide such services. Others may have 
a simple infirmary and refer complicated illnesses and injuries to local physicians. Find out what services are 
provided and which will require additional payments. If you have particular health problems or physical 
limitations, make a more thorough inquiry of services available. Consider the counseling facilities, too. Are 
quality services readily available?  Colleges also provide a number of services to help students with special 
needs compensate for their disabilities. Support services range from minimal support to comprehensive 
programs depending on individual assessment of students’ needs. Tutoring, writing and mathematics labs, 
and career guidance are generally available to all students. Investigate the nature of these services. 
 

Student Life 
Explore the atmosphere on the campus you are considering: 
• Is it liberal, conservative, homogeneous or diverse?   Are you comfortable with this atmosphere as well as 
with the make-up of the student body? 
• Do the students appear friendly and enthusiastic about their work? 
• Can you observe how students and faculty relate to each other? 
• Are you satisfied with the recreational facilities and social activities offered? 
• Are sports facilities adequate to meet your interests?  Are they available to all or just to athletes or team 
members? 
• How does the social life operate? 
• Are there sororities and fraternities, and if so, what part do they play in social life on campus? Are there 
social opportunities for those who choose not to join? 
• Does the campus “clear out” on weekends? 
• Are there special interest groups in areas that please you? 
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• Are activities like the newspaper, debate or the ceramic shop available to all students or just to those 
majoring in related areas? 
• Can you find opportunities for political expression? 
• Is the college affiliated with a religion, and if so, how strongly? 
• Is that an affiliation with which you are comfortable?  Is attendance at religious services required? 
• Can you attend religious services of your preference easily? 
• What type of academic advice is available? Some schools have a faculty advisement system. At others, the 
student must find a faculty mentor. 
 

You also may want to consider a single-sex college. In all considerations, determine if the campus atmosphere 
will be comfortable for you as a man or as a woman.  The best advice regarding “student life” is to look for an 
intellectual and social climate that fits your sense of self — one in which you will feel comfortable and 
challenged. 
 

Your “Short List” of Schools 
Once you have researched and obtained answers to your questions about the schools that interest you, your 
next step is choosing a college:  
• Summarize what you want from your college experience. 
• List the colleges which meet your criteria including all the items on your summary as well as admission 
standards, geographic location and affordability. 
• Organize your list according to the colleges you most want to attend and the ones that are most likely to 
accept you. 

• Review application and apply. Remember: apply only to colleges you would gladly attend if 
accepted. 
 

Communicating your Interest 
Communication is key to a successful search and selection experience. To request information and 
applications, a telephone call or e-mail is in order. Also, arrange campus visits and tours through the 
admission office or website. For the following situations, use either postal standard mail or e-mail:  a thank 
you for an alumni interview, a thank you for a visit, an acceptance or withdrawal of admission, or athletic 
interest. 
 

Visiting Colleges 
 

The purpose of the college visit is to assess the campus. You should register online. Call or see online info 
regarding times and days of the week of tours and information sessions as well as the availability of the 
admissions rep or sitting in on a class. Schedule accordingly. 
 

On-Campus Interviews 
Like a productive job interview, successful college visits result from good preparation. Be prepared to talk 
about yourself academically and socially. Admission officers or other interviewers will ask about course 
work, scholastic standing, co-curricular activities, and your personal life. Know your strengths and 
weaknesses and be ready to talk about what you value.  The college visit is an opportunity for you to shine 
— especially if you have knowledge about the school. Do not waste time asking obvious questions that 
have answers contained in the college catalog (campus size, for example).  Instead, ask questions that 
indicate maturity and thoughtfulness.  Explain why you are eager to attend a particular school.  Enthusiasm 
is contagious; almost any sincere interviewer will respond to genuine enthusiasm.  
 
Be articulate in expressing your ideas and talking about what motivates you. However, a word to the wise 
from William Shakespeare: “To thine own self be true.”   Do not pretend to be someone you are not.  Manners 
and appearances also are important. The degree of formality is established by each campus so ask about 
expected attire when you make the appointment. No matter how formal the actual interview, remember to 
take casual clothes — the visit will not be spent totally in an office. Follow-up the college visit with a thank you 
note after you have returned home. 
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Assessing the Campus 
One of the most common misconceptions held by pre-college students is that there is an “ideal” college. This 
is not true; any of several colleges or universities may be right for you.  On the college visit, the important 
discoveries are those characteristics and provisions that are most important to you. 
To best assess the atmosphere and offerings of a prospective college, visit the following places: 

• Library 
Visit the campus library (or libraries). As a college student, you will spend significant time there, not just 
looking for reference materials, but studying. Look to see if there are students studying in the library. Is enough 
quiet space available? Determine whether the library is comfortable and up-to-date with books, periodicals 
and other reference materials. 

• Classes 
Try to visit classes if you will be on campus for more than one day. Choose courses of interest that differ in 
level of difficulty, subject and size. Inform the professor that you will be visiting. Listening to professors and 
observing students can help you assess the campus.  Visual and performing arts students should arrange to 
take a lesson from faculty, have a portfolio review or audition while on campus. 

• Residence Halls 
Ask to view student rooms and other living spaces.  Can you picture yourself in the environment you see? 

• Student Union 
Visit the student union and other “hangouts.”  Be prepared for a diverse atmosphere. 
 

Ask Questions 
Ask questions during your visit and keep notes. Your emotional reaction to a campus, tempered by reason, 
may be your best tool in determining your college choice. 
• Does the campus feel safe at night; are security efforts visible? 
• Does the school support the athletic teams (whether they are good or not!)? 
• What recreational activities are available on campus? 
• How do you join a club or organization? 
• What role do fraternities and sororities play on campus? 
• Could you be happy here? 
• What opportunities for internships exist? 
 

“Special” and “Custom” Campus Tours 
You may want to take advantage of special weekend programs offered by colleges to provide prospective 
students with an overview of classes, professors, activities and living situations. Another choice is to design 
your own two-day visit to allow you to visit classes and see the weekend environment, too.  In any case, 
mention these visits on the application for selective colleges, making sure you include the names of faculty 
and admission personnel with whom you spoke. 
 

Be careful during your campus visits. Whether you visit a smaller urban campus or a larger university, getting 
lost is a possibility. Carry local phone numbers and a campus map.  In addition, be aware that along with the 
freedom of college comes increased responsibility. Do not experiment with your health and safety. Do not 
make foolish decisions — even if others around you seem to approve. 
 

NOTE: Many of the most highly selective colleges now offer information sessions or group interviews on 
campus, combined with a campus tour. In place of the on-campus individual interview, these colleges 
substitute alumni interviews in your home area. Take advantage of both opportunities if you are considering 
these highly selective institutions. Many families wait to visit campuses until after the student is accepted. 
This may be wise with large public schools and others that use rolling admissions, but too late for school 
that consider a campus visit part of a student’s “demonstrated interest” 
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS  
 

Consider the LT calendar when scheduling campus visits.  LT does not have an official campus visit excuse 
policy.  Students who choose to use a school day for campus visits will be excused, but these should be 
arranged in advance with the Assistant Principal’s Office. 
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The Application 

 

College applications are online and you may choose to submit your application directly to the college or to 
The Common Application, if the college is a member.  
 

Completing the Form 
• Follow the directions carefully. See full instructions in the appendix. 
The most common errors result from failing to submit all the components required for your admission file in 
addition to the application. Make sure you know all the parts necessary to complete your file. 
Type carefully and proofread. 
 

Once you have decided to apply to a college, you will add the college in “Colleges I’m applying to” in Naviance 
and request that your official transcript be sent to the college or the Common Application.  If you require a 
letter of recommendation from your counselor, you MUST have already completed the “Student Self-
Evaluation” form. You may meet with your counselor if you have questions or additional information for the 
counselor to use in your letter.  You may make an appointment for a meeting during school hours or “walk-
in’” without an appointment before or after school.  Always allow 10 school days (2-3 weeks) for transcript 
processing. 
 
When completing the application, check the accuracy of your social security number and date of birth. Use 
an email address that you will view frequently for all your applications.  You need not complete each 
electronic application at one sitting; applications should be “saved” page-by-page or as the form allows, and 
only when you are certain that your application is complete and has been proofread, should you submit it to 
the college. Feel free to have your LT counselor proofread applications for you.  It is always a good idea to 
print a copy of the application for your own records.   
 

Make arrangements to have your standardized test scores reported to your college unless you choose to 
apply test-optional. Many schools will permit you to report your scores on the application, but will require an 
official test score from the testing agency if you will be enrolling. To send your official ACT scores, go to 
www.act.org.   To send SAT scores, visit www.collegeboard.org. 
LT does NOT send test scores to the colleges, nor are they listed on the transcript. 
 

• Note deadline dates on the application form. 

Complete applications early so as not to be rushed, and remember not to let your work go until the last minute.  
With electronic applications, the due date is midnight on the application date. Give yourself adequate time to 
submit a thoughtful, well done application. 
 

If you are applying for financial aid as well as for admission, the deadline for submitting your 
application form may be earlier than the deadline for submitting the application alone.  Additionally, the type 
of admission you are seeking may determine the deadline for your application — early decision and early 
action candidates have a much earlier application date than others, for example.  Have your parent(s) or other 
adult review the form before you submit the application to your counselor. Another proofreader can often find 
mistakes or missing components. 
 

Because you are applying online, your application will arrive at the admission office in parts. Do not panic if 
you receive a notice indicating the college has not yet received your high school transcript.  In addition 
to the ten school days LT may require to prepare and send your official transcript, another two to three 
weeks may be necessary for the college to receive the transcript, enter it in the computer system and place 
it with your application materials for admission consideration. As a result, if you telephone the college 
admission office to determine that they have your transcript, understand that it may be in a mail or 
data processing queue and not yet acknowledged.   
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In some cases transmission of the application is not completed. Keep a calendar of when you submitted 
the application and look for signals that it has been received:  an e-mail verifying receipt, or the “missing parts” 
letter requesting your transcript and scores. Watch to make sure that any application fee is actually posted 
on your family credit card report. 
 

Personal Profile 
Many applications include a significant section that invites you to show who you are beyond your transcript 
and test scores. The personal profile is an important component of a candidate’s qualifications. This profile 
includes special academic honors and awards, community service, athletics, jobs, religious activities, school 
publications, fine arts, music and performing arts, student government and many more.   Unlike test scores 
and academic achievement, the personal profile is difficult to evaluate.  Generally, you will serve yourself best 
by:   
• specifying clearly and accurately on the application the nature and level of your activities; 
• seizing an opportunity in an application essay to give insight into the quality of your contribution in a particular 
area; and 
• judiciously selecting adults who will write letters of recommendation for you. 
 

Application Essay 
For many students, the most intimidating part of the college admission application is the application essay. 
Most selective colleges and universities require that you answer one or more questions during the application 
process. The question(s) may seem direct or obscure (for example, “If you were to take a long plane trip to 
the Far East and could take only one book to read on the plane, which book would it be?” or “If you are 
accepted to College ABC, and choose to enroll, what will you be able to contribute to the academic 
environment?”).  Understanding the purpose of the college application essay should help to reduce anxiety 
associated with it.  The application essay is a college’s effort to understand what makes you different from 
other applicants. Faced with many applicants with similar GPA’s, SAT or ACT scores and co-curricular 
involvements, the admissions officer looks for other ways to distinguish between candidates for admission.  
Application essay questions have no “right or wrong” answers. Two students who answer a question with 
completely opposite answers could both be admitted. Rather, it is the content of the essay and how you 
organize and support your thoughts that are most important. Your essay should be a clear indication of your 
ability to think analytically and creatively and to communicate your thoughts in writing.  Both style and content 
are important. Follow the guidelines of sound composition: 
• make a point; 
• illustrate it with details, examples, incidents; 
• use the “critical incident” approach if space is limited; and 
• use powerful, clear and correct language. 
 

Tips for Writing an Application Essay 
The Topic is You 
Answer the question as you think it should be answered, not as you think the admission counselor might want 
you to answer it. 
 

Follow Directions 
If you are to answer one of three questions, answer one only.  Keep your essay within the page or word limits 
described.  Resist the temptation to use today’s computer technology to produce a “one-page essay” with 
one-tenth-inch margins and tiny type. 
 

Prepare Before You Write 
You may have a sample essay assigned in early fall in your senior English class. Talk about the essay with 
your counselor, parent(s) or teachers. Treat the essay as you would a short paper. Think about the topic, 
make notes, write a rough draft and revise the draft until you are pleased. Ask another person to read your 
essay, check your grammar and style, and provide a general impression. 
 

Respect the Admission Officer 
Use the computer and proofread your essay.  Type your name and address at the top of the essay in case it 
gets separated from the application. 
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Have Fun 
If you approach the essay as an opportunity to distinguish yourself from other applicants, you will learn about 
yourself, produce a high quality essay and enhance your chances of admission. 
 

Application Enclosures 
In most cases, it is not advisable to enclose additional materials with your application form.  However, there 
are exceptions.  For example, if you are applying for a drama scholarship, you may include a résumé of your 
accomplishments in theatre. If you are applying for admission to an art or design school, you may need to 
include a portfolio of your work. If you want to be a journalist, copies of published articles you have written 
may be advisable. Music students may want to enclose an audio tape. Often these materials are sent 
electronically through a program like “Slideroom”. 
 

Recommendation Letters – Complete instructions are in the appendix. 
The selective college application process often requires one or more recommendation letters from academic 
teachers who know you well. You are able to select the authors of these recommendation letters. Make sure 
that you request recommendation letters far enough in advance that the author has ample time to write a 
comprehensive recommendation.  Many public universities and private colleges do not require teacher 
recommendations. Request these letters only when required by the college.  Complete the “Student 
Info Sheet for Teachers in the Surveys section of Naviance.  Follow up with Teacher request in Naviance 
for specific colleges only. 

 
Steps for Securing Recommendations 
• Read the directions on the application. How many recommendations do you need? Whom should ask?  Most 
colleges prefer a variety of disciplines, for example English and science. Teachers should be ones you have 
had either junior or senior year.  Common application colleges require a “Teacher Evaluation Form” as a 
recommendation and may/may not also require a letter.   
 

• Choose the teachers who know you well enough to write recommendations for you. If you have decided 
upon a general area of college study, you may want to select a teacher in that discipline. For example, if you 
are interested in engineering, select a math or science teacher; if you are interested in law, perhaps your 
social studies or English teacher would be advisable.  
 

• Ask your selected teachers if they are willing to write you a recommendation letter. Do not assume they will 
do so — some teachers are asked to write many recommendations per year. Ask early. Complete the Student 
Info for Teachers form in Naviance.  You teacher will read when you follow up with your teacher 
recommendation request in Naviance.  The form highlights important information about you that they might 
wish to include in their recommendation letter.  Confirm the request in Naviance by emailing the request to 
the teacher.  Indicate the name of the college(s) that require the recommendation and whether or not you will 
be applying via the Common application.   
• Provide all necessary forms and information to your teacher at least one month before the recommendation 
letter is due.  Since the teacher is asked to comment on your intellectual and your personal attributes, provide 
your résumé of activities and interests beyond the specific teacher’s course or use the form from the 
College/Career Center. Include a pre-addressed, stamped envelope for each college if your teacher will 
be mailing the recommendation. 
 

• Approximately one week before the letter is due, thank your teachers for writing the letters for you. If they 
have already written their letters, they will appreciate the  
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Financial Aid 
 

Financial aid is the combination of resources which supplement what parents and students are able to 
contribute to meet the costs of a college education. The assumption of the financial aid system is that the cost 
of higher education is the responsibility of the family. This federally funded system is designed to provide 
access and choice for students and families who would otherwise be limited in their educational opportunities.  
Financial need is determined by calculating all the various costs of the education and subtracting an estimated 
family contribution.  Financial aid comes in four basic forms. Most financial aid packages usually offer a 
combination of these four:  
• Grants (need-based monies) and Gifts (merit-based monies).  Grant and gift monies do not have to be 
repaid. Some schools term these “scholarships.” In other cases, “scholarships” are gifts offered in the name 
of the person endowing the fund to students who fit the particular stipulation of the fund. 
• College Work Study allows the student to work on campus in a job arranged by the Financial Aid Office. 
• Loans, which usually have low interest rates, must be repaid. 
• Federal and/or State Loans must be repaid as stipulated. 
 

Application Process for Need-Based Financial Aid 
All students are required to complete the FAFSA or sign a waiver.  This is a 
State of Illinois graduation requirement.   
To qualify for financial aid, a student should use one or both of the following forms which are available online 
only.  Check with your college or university to find out if both forms are required. 
• FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid is the application all students must file to be considered 
for Title IV aid and the Illinois Monetary Award Program. This form should be completed by all families desiring 
need-based financial aid. The FAFSA is the core document required for all need-based aid.  The FAFSA is 
to be submitted soon after October 1st of the student’s senior year. The webpage is www.fafsa.gov.  
IMPORTANT: Remember if you choose not to fill out the FAFSA the student WILL NOT be eligible for ANY 
government student loans or work study programs! 
• The CSS/Financial Aid Profile form is a second form required by some colleges, primarily private ones. It 
can be accessed at http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile.   Registration for the Profile may 
be done via the Internet beginning mid-September. In addition, colleges often have their own needs analysis 
form. Follow the instructions carefully for each different institution.  Ultimately, all financial aid decisions are 
made by the individual college; therefore, it is necessary for you to work with the financial aid officer at each 
school to which you are applying.  Also, be sure to apply on time. File the FAFSA form soon after October 1 
and preferably before February 15. The sooner you file, the better your chances for being considered for 
limited funds. NEW: The FAFSA will use Federal Income Tax Forms filed 2 years prior to matriculation.  Check 
deadlines carefully on all other applications, such as scholarships. Once you matriculate to the college 
of your choice, be sure to reapply every year. Your financial aid is not automatically renewed. Check the 
renewal requirements of all other awards. 
 

Additional Sources of Financial Aid Information (Need- and Merit-based) 
• Religious Organizations    • National Merit Scholarship Programs 
• Club Memberships     • Parent/Student Employers 
• Civic Organizations     • Veteran Organizations 
• College-Sponsored Aid Programs   • Insurance Companies 
• LT Scholarships and General Scholarship Fund 
 

Researching Financial Aid at Lyons Township 
Locating scholarships and other awards is somewhat complicated. Unfortunately, no single source lists where 
all financial information might be found; places of employment, places of worship, and clubs and organizations 
may provide awards. One central source is “College News & Scholarship Packet”, a publication of the College 
and Career Center which lists all scholarships offered to LT students, whether national or local.  These 
scholarships will also be listed on the “Scholarships” section in “Naviance”.   Financial funding guidebooks 
are located in the College and Career Resource Center. 
• College/Career Center sponsors Financial Aid Presentation in the fall.   This program focuses on 
“Affordability” in the College Search Process & Discusses FAFSA completion.  It is recorded and posted on 
the College Center website. 
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• The LT Scholarship Application is available online only in February.  Students may complete one application 
and be considered for several scholarships including the General Scholarship Fund.  Students will not be 
awarded a General Scholarship if they do not apply. 

Questions To Ask Colleges About 
Financial Aid 
• What kind of financial assistance does the 
college offer: need-based, merit-based, or both? 
• What forms are needed in order to apply? 
FAFSA Institutional Application 
• When is the application deadline date? 
• What institutional costs are taken into account by 
the financial aid offer? Tuition, room, board? Does 
the assistance take into account additional costs? 
Books and fees, transportation, personal 
expenses, etc.? 
• When will the family be notified about the amount 
of assistance they could expect? 
• Does the institution have an appeal process to 
review special circumstances? 
• Is there a commitment for assistance beyond the 
first year? 
• How and when do you apply for financial aid 
after the freshman year? 
• What if the family doesn’t qualify for need-based 
aid? Are there alternative financing options 
available? 
• What is the average loan indebtedness of 
students at the time of graduation? 
• How long does it take a student to graduate? 
Four years? Longer? 
Reprinted with the permission of Northwestern University 
 

Helpful References 
Federal Student Aid Information Center 
1-800-4-FED-AID 
P.O. Box 84 
Washington, D.C. 20044 
 

Illinois Student Assistance Commission 
847/948-8550 
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 

www.collegesavings.org 
www.meritaid.com  
www.wiredscholar.com  
www.fafsa.gov    
www.isac.org   
 

Cost-Saving Alternatives 
Whether or not you apply for financial aid, you and 
your family may want to discuss alternative 
strategies for paying for college. As with each 
decision involved in planning for your future, be 
sure to choose one that matches your abilities, 
goal and personality. 
A Wise College Choice 
Over 50 percent of college freshmen do not 
graduate from the college where they start. 
 

Transferring from college to college may cost you 
one or more semesters and a considerable 
amount of additional money. If you think you are 
likely to switch majors, be sure to attend a college 
that offers a broad range of majors so you need 
not transfer. 
 

Advanced Placement (AP) Credit 
Many colleges and universities grant college credit 
on a course-by-course basis for Advanced 
Placement courses/tests taken in high school. 
Strategically considered the AP program can 
facilitate completing college in less than the 
traditional four years, a definite cost savings. 
 

Additional Years to Earn Degree 
Sixty percent of all college graduates now take up 
to six years to graduate. If you take fewer courses 
and work part time, with careful planning and self-
discipline you can maintain your grades and help 
pay some costs during your college years. 
 

Cooperative Education Program 
A cooperative education program allows you to 
attend school for a semester or more and then 
work at a related, paying job for a semester or 
more. A co-op program, which usually takes five 
or more years to complete, can open opportunities 
for employment upon graduation. 
 

ROTC — Army, Navy, Marines or Air Force 
You can receive a stipend of $100 per month up to 
the full cost of your college education plus all 
expenses if you make a commitment to serve in 
the military. Contact the college ROTC office or 
your local recruiting office to find out how the 
military will help pay for your college education. 
 

Part-time Attendance or Alternating Semesters 
You can combine working along with your studies 
by attending the evening division of a university. 
You also could choose to attend school for a year, 
and then work for a semester. 
 

Three-year Degree 
Some colleges are now allowing heavier 
scheduling to permit graduation in three years to 
qualified students. 
 

Two-year College, then Transfer to a Four-year 
School 
A two-year college, particularly a local community 
college, has many advantages including 
dramatically lower costs, course work designed to 
transfer to a four-year school and opportunities for 
career-directed study. Be sure that the four-year 
school of your choice will accept your credits 
before choosing this option. 
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APPENDIX 

 

Types of Admissions Decisions 
 
 

Colleges and universities have varying admissions practices described in their publications. Ask your 
counselor for additional insight. Some of the most frequently mentioned practices include the following: 

 

• Early Decision 
Early decision, a plan offered by a select number of colleges, allows a student to apply between October and 
mid-January (generally) for an early determination of admissibility. If accepted, the student is obligated to 
attend. The student may submit other applications during this period, but only one can be early decision. If 
accepted through the early decision program, the student must withdraw all other applications. 

 
Some colleges offer an ED II Plan, with an Early Decision deadline at the end of January.  These programs 
are designed either for students who were denied or deferred from an Early Decision application submitted 
in November or for students who could not make a decision to apply under a commitment  (ED) plan earlier.  
This is not open to students denied or deferred from a November Early Decision plan and who want another 
application chance at that school.  Students who apply under the ED II plan do so at a different school than 
the one where they applied ED originally.  ED I deferrals are placed in the regular application pool for a 
second consideration and denials must wait to transfer after completing a semester to a year of college 
elsewhere.  
 

• Early Action 
Early action is a plan that invites early application but does not require the student to attend if accepted. 
Application deadline is usually in early November; preferred date may be in October. Students may apply to 
as many “EA” schools as they wish. 

 

• Deferred Decision 
The college or university determines that more information is needed to make a final decision about a 
candidate’s application. Often the decision is delayed until seventh semester grades and/or new test scores 
are received. 

 

• Rolling Admissions 
The college will notify the applicant as soon as the application has been processed (usually in four to six 
weeks) and the file is complete. It is to the student’s advantage to apply early as students are accepted based 
on space availability.  (A complete file may include seventh semester grades.) 

 

• Open Admissions 
Students are accepted upon application in open admissions (usually community colleges). Some programs 
in these same schools may have more selective admissions. 

 

• Deferred Admission 
Deferred admission is plan which permits a student, once accepted, to postpone matriculation for one year in 
order to pursue other plans. 

 

• Single-Choice Early Action 
This plan, offered by just a few schools, allows students to apply early and receive early notification and does 
not require students to enroll if admitted. However, students must only file one “early” application, whether 
the single-choice early action or early decision. Rolling decision applications may be submitted. 

I 
 



 
Terms to Know 

 
Candidate Notification Date 
The date by which a college notifies applicants of 
the admission decision. 
Candidate Reply Date 
The date by which the student must notify the 
college of enrollment intention, generally May 1 
(postmarked). 
College 
A school of higher learning, offering an academic 
degree, may be public or private and can be two-
year or four-year. 
Common Application Form 
A single application form which is accepted by 
more than 700 institutions. You may submit the 
Common Application electronically and submit 
counselor and teacher portions separately. 
Participating colleges pledge to view this common 
application as equal to their own application. 
Consortium 
Several colleges and universities in an area often 
join together in a consortium or cooperative 
association, which gives students the opportunity 
to use the libraries or take courses at all member 
institutions. Consortium members often present 
joint lecture programs or unusual courses. 
Core Curriculum 
A group of courses, in varied areas of the arts and 
sciences, designated by a college as one of the 
requirements for a degree. 
4-1-4 Plan 
College year divided into two semesters with a 
one-month session in between. 
Liberal Arts 
An academic program designed to provide a broad, 
wide-ranging education. That includes the sciences, 
social sciences, languages and humanities. 

Matriculant 
A student who enrolls as a member of a college or 
university. 

Need-Blind 
The philosophical position that a college accepts a 
student on the basis of his or her meeting specific 
requirements without regard to the student’s ability 
to pay. The understanding is that the school’s 
Financial Aid Office will assemble an appropriate 
package for that student. 
Quarter Plan 
College year divided into three or four parts. 
Semester Plan 
College year divided into two parts. 
Specialty School 
Public or private school teaching specific skills 
within an area such as cosmetology, business or 
travel. 
Student Search 
An offering to colleges and students whereby a 
college receives the names of students who would 
seem likely candidates for admission. Colleges 
can then forward to interested students 
information about their college. A student’s 
decision to be included in the Student Search is 
made at the time he or she registers for a College 
Board test. 
Technical College 
A public or private institution where a student may 
learn a trade or skill such as commercial art, 
electronics or hydraulics, etc. 
3-2 Plan 
Student works three years at one college, two 
years at a second (i.e. three years liberal arts, two 
years engineering). 
University 
A school of higher learning containing more than 
one college and offering graduate programs. 
Waiting List 
A list maintained by selective schools containing names 
of students predicted to succeed at the institution but 
not accepted until those accepted outright decide 
whether or not they will attend. If space remains 
available, the school contacts students “wait-listed,” 
generally between May 1 and August 1. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
III 



 
Students’ Rights and Responsibilities 

in the College Admission Process 
 

Your Rights 
Before you apply: 
• You have the right to receive full information from 
colleges and universities about their admission, 
financial aid, scholarship, and housing policies. If you 
consider applying under an early decision plan you 
have a right to complete information from the college 
about its process and policy. 
 

When you are offered admission: 
• You have the right to wait to respond to an offer of 
admission and/or financial aid until May 1. 
• Colleges that request commitments to offers of 
admission, financial assistance, and/or housing prior to 
May 1, must clearly offer you the opportunity to 
request (in writing) an extension until May 1. They 
must grant you this extension 
and your request may not jeopardize your status for 
housing and/or financial aid. (This right does not apply 
to candidates admitted under an early decision 
program.) 
 

If you are placed on a wait list or alternate list: 
• The letter that notifies you of that placement should 
provide a history that describes the number of 
students on the wait list, the number offered 
admission, and the availability of financial aid and 
housing. 
• Colleges may require neither a deposit nor a written 
commitment as a condition of remaining on a wait list. 
• Colleges are expected to notify you of the resolution 
of your wait list status by August 1 at the latest. 
 

Your Responsibilities 
 

Before you apply: 
• Research and understand the policies and 
procedures of each college or universities regarding 
application fees, financial aid, scholarships, and 
housing. Be sure that you understand the policies of 
each college or university regarding deposits that you 
may be required to make before you enroll. 

As you apply: 
• Complete all material required for application, and 
submit your application on or before the published 
deadlines. Be the sole author of your applications. 
• Seek the assistance of your high school counselor 
early and throughout the application period. Follow 
the process recommended by your high school for 
filing college applications. 
• Arrange for visits to and/or interviews at colleges of 
your choice, if appropriate. 
 

After you receive your admission decisions: 
• Notify each college or university that accepts you 
whether you are accepting or rejecting its offer. Make 
these notifications as soon as you have made a final 
decision, but no later than May 1. 
• Confirm your intention to enroll and, if required, 
submit a deposit to only one college or university. (The 
exception to this arises if you are put on a wait list by a 
college or university and are later admitted to that 
institution. You may accept the offer and send a 
deposit. However, you must 
immediately notify the college or university at which 
you previously indicated your intention to enroll, if 
applicable.) 
• If you are accepted under an early decision plan, you 
must promptly withdraw the applications submitted 
to other colleges and universities and make no 
additional applications. If you are an early decision 
candidate and are seeking financial aid, you need not 
withdraw other applications 
until you have received notification about financial aid.  
 

If you think that your rights have been denied, contact 
the college or university immediately to request 
additional information or the extension of a reply date. 
In addition, ask your counselor to notify the president 
of the state or regional affiliate 
of the National Association of College Admission 
Counselors. If you need further assistance, send a copy 
of any correspondence you have had with the college 
or university and a copy of your letter of admission to: 
Executive Director, 
NACAC, 1631 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-
2818. 
The information presented here is consistent with 
changes to the NACAC Statement of Principles of 
Good Practice, approved in 2007. 
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LYONS TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL 
      

N O R T H   C A M P U S   C O L L E G E / C A R E E R    C O U N S E L I N G    S E R V I C E S 
Open daily from 7:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Obtain a pass from study hall and spend some time exploring colleges and careers!   
Or, visit our website.   Go to www.lths.net/college-career  

 

 
COLLEGE  REPRESENTATIVES  PROGRAM     

Over 150 college admission office representatives visit L.T. during the school day each year, and about 250 colleges are 
represented at the spring College Night.  Want to know who is visiting? Check out the visit section on Naviance. 

 
 
COLLEGE and SCHOLARSHIP BULLETIN - "COLLEGE NEWS & SCHOLARSHIP PACKET"   

Reading the “Packet” will keep L.T. students informed about important test dates, college meetings, deadlines, financial aid 
and scholarship information, and will increase one's knowledge about colleges across the country.  These bulletins are 
provided for students on the College Center webpage on the LTHS website.   

 
COLLEGE  COUNSELING  BULLETIN  BOARDS      

Watch the following for current information: 
 

BULLETIN  BOARDS  NEAR  THE  COLLEGE/CAREER  CENTER  (Room 148)  

Information is posted about college representatives' visits, financial aid, ROTC programs, colleges sponsoring locally-held 
open houses or informational sessions, and scholarships sponsored by organizations and colleges.  Posters from colleges 
throughout the country and abroad are arranged by geographic areas.   Also, there is an area for "on-campus" open 
houses, visitation and audition posters.  Posters for summer programs are added during the second semester, and further 
information is available on Naviance under “Colleges”, then “Enrichment Programs”. 

 

BULLETIN  BOARD  OPPOSITE ROOM 128   
                      Information about ACT, SAT Reasoning, SAT Subject Tests and AP tests is posted.     

   CAREER  COUNSELING  BULLETIN  BOARDS   
Information regarding local job openings is posted inside of the College/Career Center (Room 148).  Outside of the 
Counseling Office (Room 150,) career information, information regarding technical schools, and the military is posted for 
your reference.  Jobs are also posted on the LTHS website, under the College/Career tab. 

 

COLLEGE/CAREER  REFERENCE  MATERIALS                                                                                                      

GENERAL  COLLEGE  REFERENCE  BOOKS  &  COLLEGE  CATALOGS   
These may be consulted in the College/Career Center.  This supply of books, viewbooks and college pamphlets is as 
up-to-date as possible.   
  
 

COLLEGE/CAREER  REFERENCE  BOOKS   
A variety of reference books, magazines, and pamphlets are available which describe career trends and give updated 
information about specific careers and areas of career interest.   

 

    

 
NAVIANCE 

 

1. Students can log on using their LT e-mail address and clicking on Naviance through the launch pad.  

No password is needed.    

2. Parents can enter as a “Guest”, but must use student’s email to view student’s personal data.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
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COLLEGE/CAREER CENTER 

LYONS TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL 

Schedule of Events 2021 - 2022 

*Events with an asterisk are open to students/parents in all grade levels  

DATE/TIME EVENT/DESCRIPTION LOCATION 

9/9/2021   
THURSDAY 
7:00 pm 

College Application Process for Senior Parents: A step-
by-step explanation on how to process a college 
application, request transcripts, teacher 
recommendations and other required forms. 

NC Reber Center  

9/30/2021  
THURSDAY 
6:30 pm 

Senior Parent Q & A: An informal question/answer 
session led by the College Coordinator for senior parents 
who have questions regarding the college admissions 
process. 

ZOOM 

10/6/2021  
WEDNESDAY 
7:00 pm 

Financial Aid Q & A*: An informal question/answer 
session led by Frank Palmasani for anyone who has 
questions after viewing the online presentation. 

ZOOM 

10/14/2021 
THURSDAY 
7:00 pm 

Beginning the College Search Process for Junior 
Parents: The College Coordinator and Junior counselors 
will address: Transition to North Campus, the College 
Planning Process, Naviance, campus visits and making a 
college match. 

NC Reber Center  

11/4/2021 –  
WEDNESDAY 
6:30 pm 

Junior Parent Q & A: An informal question/answer 
session led by the College Coordinator for junior parents 
who have questions regarding the college search 
process.  

ZOOM 

TBA 

DISCOVER COLLEGE* 
A panel of college admissions representatives 
representing a liberal arts college, large state university, 
STEM college and community college will explain the 
options available to students after LT for college 
selection. (Target Audience: Sophomores & Juniors) 

Virtual 

04/6/2022 
WEDNESDAY 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

College Fair *  
Over 250 college representatives will be on hand to 
discuss college options with students and parents. 

North Campus Fieldhouse 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

5/20/2022 
FRIDAY 
8:00 am 

Senior Honors Assembly: 
Students and parents gather to recognize seniors who 
have received scholarships and honorary awards. 

North Campus Fieldhouse 
8:00 am – 10:00 am 
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HOW TO SIGN UP FOR A COLLEGE VISIT 

 
1.  Log into Naviance 

  

2. Click the “Colleges” tab in the top right and click “Home” 

 

  

 
 

 

 

3. Scroll down to the “Colleges Visit” section and click “Show more” 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Click on “View Details” to see all information regarding your visit 

  
 

 

 

 

5.  Click “Register” on the top right to  Sign up for the visit 
  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. PRINT this page and have your teacher of the class you will be 

missing sign it.  YOU MUST HAVE THIS CONFIRMATION PAGE TO 

COME TO THE VISIT!                                

 

 
  

 

 



Table A1: SAT Total to ACT Composite. Table A2 : ACT Composite to SAT Total.

SAT ACT SAT ACT SAT ACT

1600 36 1250 26 910 16

*1590 36 *1240 26 900 16

1580 36 1230 26 *890 16

1570 36 1220 25 880 16

1560 35 *1210 25 870 15

1550 35 1200 25 860 15

*1540 35 1190 24 *850 15

1530 35 *1180 24 840 15

1520 34 1170 24 830 15

1510 34 1160 24 820 14

*1500 34 1150 23 810 14

1490 34 *1140 23 *800 14

1480 33 1130 23 790 14

1470 33 1120 22 780 14

*1460 33 *1110 22 770 13

1450 33 1100 22 *760 13

1440 32 1090 21 750 13

*1430 32 *1080 21 740 13

1420 32 1070 21 730 13

1410 31 1060 21 720 12

*1400 31 1050 20 *710 12

1390 31 *1040 20 700 12

1380 30 1030 20 690 12

*1370 30 1020 19 680 11

1360 30 *1010 19 *670 11

1350 29 1000 19 660 11

*1340 29 990 19 650 11

1330 29 980 18 640 10

1320 28 *970 18 *630 10

*1310 28 960 18 620 10

1300 28 950 17 610 9

1290 27 940 17 600 9

*1280 27 *930 17 *590 9

1270 27 920 17

1260 27

ACT SAT SAT Range

36 1590 1570-1600

35 1540 1530-1560

34 1500 1490-1520

33 1460 1450-1480

32 1430 1420-1440

31 1400 1390-1410

30 1370 1360-1380

29 1340 1330-1350

28 1310 1300-1320

27 1280 1260-1290

26 1240 1230-1250

25 1210 1200-1220

24 1180 1160-1190

23 1140 1130-1150

22 1110 1100-1120

21 1080 1060-1090

20 1040 1030-1050

19 1010 990-1020

18 970 960-980

17 930 920-950

16 890 880-910

15 850 830-870

14 800 780-820

13 760 730-770

12 710 690-720

11 670 650-680

10 630 620-640

9 590 590-610

*Use this SAT score when a single score point comparison is needed.

Note: Concordance tables for the ACT Composite were derived from concordances of the 
ACT sum score.

2021 ACT/SAT 
CONCORDANCE 

TABLES



Table B1: SAT Math to ACT Math.

SAT ACT SAT ACT

800 36 *500 18

790 35 490 18

*780 35 480 17

770 35 *470 17

760 34 460 17

750 33 450 16

*740 33 440 16

730 32 *430 16

*720 32 420 16

710 31 410 15

*700 30 *400 15

690 30 390 15

680 29 380 15

670 28 370 14

*660 28 *360 14

650 27 350 14

*640 27 340 13

630 27 *330 13

620 26 320 13

*610 26 *310 12

600 25 300 12

*590 25 290 11

*580 24 *280 11

570 24 270 10

*560 23 *260 10

550 23

540 22

530 21

520 20

510 19

Table B2 : ACT Math to SAT Math.

ACT SAT

36 800

35 780

34 760

33 740

32 720

31 710

30 700

29 680

28 660

27 640

26 610

25 590

24 580

23 560

22 540

21 530

20 520

19 510

18 500

17 470

16 430

15 400

14 360

13 330

12 310

11 280

10 260

*Use this SAT score when a single score point comparison is needed.

ACT/SAT CONCORDANCE TABLES



Table C1: SAT ERW to ACT English+Reading.

SAT ACT SAT ACT

800 72 500 37

*790 72 490 35

780 71 480 34

*770 71 470 33

760 70 460 32

*750 70 450 31

740 69 440 30

730 68 430 29

720 67 420 28

710 66 410 27

700 64 400 26

690 63 390 25

680 61 380 24

670 60 370 23

660 58 360 22

650 57 350 21

640 55 340 20

630 54 330 19

620 52 320 18

610 51 310 17

600 49 300 16

590 48 290 15

580 46 280 14

570 45

560 44

550 43

540 42

530 40

520 39

510 38

ACT SAT ACT SAT

72 790 *42 540

71 770 41 540

70 750 40 520

69 740 39 520

68 730 38 510

67 720 *37 500

66 710 36 500

65 700 35 490

*64 700 34 480

63 690 33 470

62 680 32 460

*61 680 31 450

60 670 30 440

59 660 29 430

*58 660 28 420

57 650 27 410

56 640 26 400

*55 640 25 390

*54 630 24 380

53 630 23 370

52 620 22 360

*51 610 21 350

50 610 20 340

49 600 19 330

48 590 18 320

47 580 17 310

*46 580 16 300

45 570 15 290

44 560 14 280

43 550

Table C2 : ACT English+Reading to SAT ERW.

Note: ERW = Evidence-Based Reading and Writing. 
Note: ACT English + Reading scores range from 2 to 72

Note: ERW = Evidence-Based Reading and Writing. 
Note: ACT English + Reading scores range from 2 to 72

*Use this SAT score when a single score point comparison is needed. *Use this ACT score when a single score point comparison is needed.

ACT/SAT CONCORDANCE TABLES



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

College Apply Accept Attend
University of Alabama at Birmingham 5 2 0

University of Alabama in Huntsville 1 1 0

Alabama State University 1 0 0

The University of Alabama 45 34 12

Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 1 1 0

Algonquin College 1 0 0

Allegheny College 1 1 0

Amarillo College 1 1 1

American Academy of Art 2 0 0

American University 11 9 3

Amherst College 1 0 0

Appalachian State University 2 2 0

Arcadia University 2 2 0

Arizona State University-Tempe 32 18 5

Arizona State University - College of Nursing and Health Innovation 1 1 0

Arizona State University-Polytechnic 1 1 0

The University of Arizona 37 27 5

University of Arkansas 3 2 1

Art Academy of Cincinnati 1 0 0

Atlanta Institute of Music and Media 1 0 1

College of the Atlantic 1 0 0

Auburn University 24 22 6

Augsburg University 1 0 0

Augusta University 1 0 0

Augustana College 21 13 2

Aurora University 7 1 1

Ave Maria University 1 1 0

Avila University 1 0 0

Babson College 1 0 0

Baldwin Wallace University 2 1 0

Ball State University 22 17 2

Bard College 1 0 0

Barry University 1 0 0

Bates College 4 0 0

Baylor University 20 16 4

Bellarmine University 1 0 0

Belmont University 10 7 0

Beloit College 1 0 0

Benedictine University 11 8 1

Berklee College of Music 1 0 0

Boston College 22 5 0

Boston University 33 7 2

Bowdoin College 5 0 0

Bowie State University 1 0 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Bowling Green State University-Main Campus 11 9 1

Bradley University 52 40 7

Brigham Young University-Provo 1 1 1

Brigham Young University-Idaho 1 0 0

University of British Columbia 1 0 0

Brown University 12 0 0

Bryn Mawr College 1 0 0

Bucknell University 2 0 0

Butler University 38 32 8

John C Calhoun State Community College 1 0 0

California Institute of Technology 3 0 0

California Institute of the Arts 2 1 0

California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo 3 0 0

California State University-Long Beach 2 0 0

University of California-Berkeley 14 0 0

University of California-Davis 3 3 0

University of California-Irvine 6 5 0

University of California-Los Angeles 22 4 3

University of California-Merced 1 1 0

University of California-San Diego 12 5 0

University of California-Santa Barbara 10 5 0

University of California-Santa Cruz 2 1 0

Calvin University 2 2 0

Capri Beauty College - Oak Forest 1 1 1

Carleton College 5 1 1

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid 1 0 0

Carnegie Mellon University 14 1 0

Carroll University 3 3 1

Carthage College 15 10 1

Case Western Reserve University 20 8 1

Catholic University of America 1 1 0

City Colleges of Chicago-Malcolm X College 1 1 1

Cedar Crest College 1 1 0

Cedarville University 1 0 0

University of Central Florida 6 1 1

Central Michigan University 15 8 0

Central Saint Martins College of Art & Design 1 0 0

Central Washington University 1 1 0

Chaminade University of Honolulu 1 0 0

Chandler-Gilbert Community College 1 0 1

Chapman University 3 0 0

College of Charleston 5 3 2

Chatham University 3 3 0

University of Chicago 35 2 2

University of Cincinnati-Main Campus 12 8 3



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Claremont McKenna College 1 0 0

Clark Atlanta University 2 1 0

Clemson University 34 17 2

Coastal Carolina University 4 2 0

Coe College 2 2 0

Colby College 3 0 0

Colgate University 4 0 0

University of Colorado Boulder 64 50 6

University of Colorado Denver/Anschutz Medical Campus 1 0 0

Colorado College 5 1 0

University of Colorado Colorado Springs 9 5 0

Colorado Mesa University 1 0 0

Colorado School of Mines 4 1 0

Colorado State University-Fort Collins 27 19 3

Colorado State University-Pueblo 2 2 2

Columbia College Chicago 25 21 8

Columbia University in the City of New York 15 1 0

Concordia College-New York 1 0 0

Concordia University-Chicago 14 9 2

Concordia University-Wisconsin 4 1 1

Connecticut College 1 0 0

University of Connecticut 4 1 0

Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art 1 0 0

Cornell College 5 4 1

Cornell University 18 3 1

Coyne College 1 1 0

Creighton University 13 9 1

Culver-Stockton College 1 0 0

D'Youville College 2 0 0

Daemen College 1 1 0

University of Dallas 1 0 0

Dartmouth College 8 0 0

Davidson College 1 1 0

Dawson Technical Institute 1 0 1

University of Dayton 72 60 11

University of Delaware 4 1 0

Denison University 5 3 1

University of Denver 13 12 1

DePaul University 119 88 16

DePauw University 16 15 5

DeSales University 1 1 0

University of Detroit Mercy 2 2 1

Dominican University 9 6 1

Drake University 13 11 3

Drexel University 1 1 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

University of Dubuque 1 0 0

Duke University 16 0 0

College of DuPage 261 257 164

Duquesne University 4 3 1

Eastern Illinois University 15 7 1

Eastern Kentucky University 1 0 0

Eastern Michigan University 4 2 0

Eastern Washington University 1 0 0

Eckerd College 1 0 0

Elmhurst College 25 18 2

Elon University 5 4 0

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Daytona Beach 1 1 0

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University-Prescott 1 0 0

Emerson College 5 2 0

Emory University 5 1 1

Emporia State University 1 1 0

University of Evansville 2 1 0

The Evergreen State College 1 0 0

Fashion Institute of Technology 3 1 1

Ferris State University 2 2 1

Flagler College-St Augustine 1 1 0

Florida Atlantic University 4 3 0

Florida Gulf Coast University 7 5 0

Florida Institute of Technology 2 0 0

Florida International University 1 0 0

Florida Southern College 1 0 0

Florida SouthWestern State College 1 0 1

Florida State University 15 9 3

University of Florida 19 5 2

Fordham University 19 12 4

Fort Lewis College 1 0 0

Fox Valley Technical College 1 1 0

Franklin University Switzerland 1 0 0

Frontier Community College 1 1 1

Full Sail University 1 0 0

Gannon University 3 3 1

George Washington University 17 6 1

Georgetown University 13 2 1

Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus 9 3 1

Georgia Southern University 1 0 0

University of Georgia 19 2 1

Gonzaga University 7 5 3

Governors State University 1 1 0

Grace College and Theological Seminary 1 0 0

Grand Canyon University-Traditional Campus 2 2 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Grand Valley State University 19 12 1

Grand View University 1 0 0

Grinnell College 11 4 4

University of Guelph 1 1 0

Hamilton College 2 1 1

Hampton University 2 1 0

Harvard University 12 0 0

Haverford College 1 1 0

University of Hawaii at Manoa 3 1 0

Hawaii Pacific University 2 1 0

Hillsdale College 1 0 0

Hiram College 1 1 0

Hofstra University 8 4 0

Hope College 9 6 1

University of Houston 1 1 0

Howard College 1 0 0

Howard University 2 0 0

CUNY Hunter College 1 0 0

University of Idaho 2 2 0

University of Illinois at Chicago 121 71 19

University of Illinois at Springfield 7 1 0

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 242 162 61

Illinois College 3 3 1

Illinois Institute of Technology 23 9 0

Illinois State University 93 64 32

Illinois Wesleyan University 16 10 2

Indiana Tech 1 0 1

Indiana State University 12 9 2

Indiana Institute of Technology 1 0 0

Indiana University-Purdue University-Indianapolis 8 3 0

Indiana University-Bloomington 145 110 18

Indiana University-Northwest 1 0 0

Indiana University-South Bend 1 0 0

Indiana Wesleyan University-Marion 3 2 1

University of Indianapolis 1 1 0

Iowa Central Community College 1 1 1

Iowa State University 68 44 9

Iowa Wesleyan University 2 0 0

University of Iowa 231 191 36

Ithaca College 1 0 0

Jacksonville University 1 1 0

James Madison University 5 3 0

John Carroll University 1 1 0

Johns Hopkins University 8 1 0

Johnson & Wales University-Providence 1 0 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Joliet Junior College 2 2 2

Kalamazoo College 2 2 1

Kansas State University 11 3 1

University of Kansas 60 47 8

Kennesaw State University 1 1 1

Kent State University at Kent 6 4 1

University of Kentucky 37 23 3

Kenyon College 6 2 0

Kirkwood Community College 3 2 2

Knox College 7 5 3

Laguna College of Art and Design 1 1 0

Lake Forest College 2 1 0

Lakeland University 2 2 0

Lawrence Technological University 2 0 0

Lawrence University 2 2 2

Le Moyne College 1 1 0

Lehigh University 5 2 0

Lewis University 16 10 2

LIM College 1 1 0

Lincoln College 1 0 0

Lincoln Trail College 1 1 0

Lipscomb University 1 0 0

Livingstone College 1 0 1

Lock Haven University 1 1 0

London Metropolitan University 1 0 0

The London School of Economics and Political Science 1 0 0

Loras College 1 1 0

Louisiana State University and Agricultural & Mechanical College 7 2 0

University of Louisville 14 9 0

Loyola Marymount University 3 1 1

Loyola University Chicago 109 78 25

Loyola University New Orleans 1 1 0

Luther College 1 1 0

Lynn University 1 1 0

Macalester College 9 4 0

University of Maine at Augusta 2 2 0

Maine Maritime Academy 1 1 1

University of Maine 2 1 0

Marist College 2 1 1

Marquette University 114 93 11

University of Maryland-College Park 12 7 1

Massachusetts College of Art and Design 1 0 0

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 10 0 0

University of Massachusetts-Amherst 3 2 0

University of Massachusetts-Boston 1 1 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

McKendree University 2 0 0

McPherson College 1 0 0

University of Memphis 1 1 0

Merrimack College 1 1 0

Metropolitan State University of Denver 2 1 0

Miami University-Oxford 92 88 14

University of Miami 18 2 1

Michigan State University 118 84 14

Michigan Technological University 8 5 2

University of Michigan-Ann Arbor 98 18 3

Middle Tennessee State University 1 1 1

Middlebury College 5 1 0

Millikin University 4 1 0

Milwaukee Area Technical College - South Campus 1 1 1

Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design 1 1 1

Milwaukee School of Engineering 3 1 0

Minneapolis College of Art and Design 1 0 0

Minnesota State University-Mankato 3 2 0

University of Minnesota-Duluth 1 0 0

University of Minnesota-Rochester 2 2 1

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 68 44 3

Mississippi State University 3 3 0

University of Mississippi 11 8 4

Missouri State University-Springfield 4 1 0

Missouri University of Science and Technology 3 1 0

University of Missouri-Columbia 88 69 12

University of Missouri-Kansas City 2 2 0

Monmouth College 3 2 0

Monmouth University 2 1 0

Montana State University 12 10 2

The University of Montana 2 2 0

Moody Bible Institute 1 1 0

Moraine Valley Community College 9 6 6

Morehead State University 1 1 0

Morningside University 1 1 0

Morton College 2 1 1

Mount Holyoke College 1 1 1

Mount Mary University 2 2 0

Muhlenberg College 1 1 0

Murray State University 1 1 0

National Louis University 1 0 0

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 26 18 2

University of Nevada-Las Vegas 1 0 0

University of Nevada-Reno 1 0 0

University of New Hampshire-Main Campus 3 2 1



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

New Jersey Institute of Technology 1 1 0

University of New Mexico-Main Campus 2 2 0

New York University 22 3 1

Niagara University 1 0 0

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 33 2 1

University of North Carolina Wilmington 3 2 0

North Carolina State University at Raleigh 4 1 0

North Central College 19 11 5

North Dakota State University 2 1 0

University of North Dakota 5 4 1

University of North Florida 3 1 0

North Park University 7 3 1

University of North Texas 3 3 0

Northeastern Illinois University 3 0 0

Northeastern University 9 0 0

Northern Arizona University 3 1 0

University of Northern Colorado 1 1 0

Northern Illinois University 72 50 12

University of Northern Iowa 2 1 1

Northern Michigan University 8 4 3

Northumbria University 1 0 0

Northwest Missouri State University 2 2 0

Northwestern College 2 0 0

Northwestern University 68 4 1

University of Notre Dame 33 4 2

Nova Southeastern University 1 1 0

Oakland University 1 1 0

Oberlin College 6 1 0

The Oberlin Conservatory of Music 2 0 0

Ohio University-Main Campus 7 4 0

Oklahoma State University-Main Campus 3 0 0

University of Oklahoma-Norman Campus 5 5 1

Olivet Nazarene University 4 4 1

Oregon State University 4 4 0

Otis College of Art and Design 1 1 0

University of Ottawa 1 1 0

Pace University, New York City Campus 2 2 0

Palm Beach Atlantic University 1 0 0

Paris College of Art 1 0 0

Parkland College 1 1 1

Pellissippi State Community College 1 1 1

Pennsylvania State University-Main Campus 39 24 0

Pennsylvania State University-Penn State Abington 1 1 1

Pennsylvania State University-Penn State Altoona 1 0 0

Pennsylvania State University-Penn State Brandywine 1 0 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Pennsylvania State University-Penn State Wilkes-Barre 1 0 0

University of Pennsylvania 15 0 0

Pepperdine University 5 2 0

Pierce College-Fort Steilacoom 1 0 0

University of Pittsburgh-Pittsburgh Campus 16 9 3

Pomona College 3 0 0

Portland State University 3 1 0

University of Portland 1 0 0

Pratt Institute-Main 3 1 1

Princeton University 7 0 0

Providence College 2 1 0

Purdue University-Main Campus 122 90 21

Purdue University Northwest 4 3 2

Purdue University-North Central Campus 3 2 1

Quincy College 1 0 0

Quincy University 3 2 0

Quinnipiac University 1 1 0

Reed College 1 0 0

Rhode Island School of Design 1 0 0

University of Rhode Island 1 0 0

Rice University 6 3 1

University of Richmond 2 0 0

Ripon College 2 1 1

Robert Morris University 2 2 0

University of Rochester 5 3 0

Rockford University 2 2 1

Roger Williams University 1 0 0

Rollins College 1 1 0

Roosevelt University 11 6 3

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 7 5 0

Rust College 1 1 0

Rutgers University-Camden 1 1 0

Rutgers University-New Brunswick 6 5 1

Sacred Heart University 1 0 0

Saint Francis University 1 1 0

University of Saint Francis-Fort Wayne 1 1 0

Saint Joseph's College of Maine 1 1 1

Saint Louis University 55 43 9

Saint Louis University-Madrid Campus 2 1 1

Saint Mary's College 7 5 2

Saint Mary's University of Minnesota 1 1 0

Saint Xavier University 17 10 3

Salt Lake Community College 1 1 1

San Diego State University 7 2 1

University of San Diego 6 2 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

University of San Francisco 4 2 0

San Jose State University 1 1 0

Santa Clara University 8 3 0

Sarah Lawrence College 1 0 0

Savannah College of Art and Design 4 4 2

School of the Art Institute of Chicago 5 5 2

Scuola Normale Superiore 1 0 0

Seattle Pacific University 1 0 0

Seattle University 3 2 0

College of the Sequoias 1 0 1

Seton Hall University 5 2 0

Seton Hill University 2 2 0

The University of the South 1 0 0

Smith College 2 0 0

University of South Carolina-Columbia 23 9 1

University of South Florida-Main Campus 3 2 0

Southeast Missouri State University 1 1 0

Southern Adventist University 1 1 1

University of Southern California - Thornton School of Music 1 0 0

University of Southern California 27 4 1

Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville 13 6 1

Southern Illinois University-Carbondale 29 20 3

Southern Methodist University 10 8 2

University of Southern Mississippi 1 1 0

Southern Utah University 1 0 0

Southern Wesleyan University 1 0 1

Saint Ambrose University 6 5 0

St Catherine University 1 1 1

Saint Norbert College 7 6 3

St Olaf College 10 6 0

University of St. Thomas (MN) 1 1 0

Stanford University 16 0 0

Stephens College 1 1 0

Sterling College 1 0 0

Stetson University 1 1 0

Stony Brook University 2 1 0

Suffolk University 1 1 0

Swarthmore College 4 0 0

Syracuse University 22 14 3

The University of Tampa 20 9 1

Taylor University 1 1 0

Temple University 1 1 0

Tennessee State University 1 0 0

The University of Tennessee-Chattanooga 1 1 0

The University of Tennessee-Knoxville 32 24 2



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

The University of Tennessee-Martin 1 1 0

Texas A & M University-College Station 9 5 1

Texas A&M University-San Antonio 1 1 1

Texas Christian University 12 8 2

Texas Tech University 2 0 0

The University of Texas at Austin 28 4 1

The University of Texas at Dallas 3 1 0

The University of Texas at San Antonio 1 1 0

American Musical and Dramatic Academy 1 1 0

The New School 5 3 0

Ohio State University-Main Campus 69 36 2

The University of Belgrade 1 0 1

Tiffin University 1 0 0

University of Toledo 2 2 0

University of Toronto 1 0 0

Trine University 3 1 0

Trinity Christian College 2 1 1

Trinity College 1 0 0

Trinity University 2 1 0

Triton College 4 3 3

Truman State University 1 1 0

Tufts University 8 0 0

Tulane University of Louisiana 34 6 3

Tuskegee University 1 0 0

Union University 1 1 0

United States Air Force Academy 1 1 1

United States Coast Guard Academy 1 0 0

United States Military Academy 1 1 1

United States Naval Academy 2 0 0

Universal Technical Institute of Illinois Inc 2 2 2

Universita degli Studi di Torino 1 1 1

The University of Edinburgh 1 0 0

University of Glasgow 1 1 0

University of Oregon 21 14 3

University of St Andrews 2 0 0

University of the Arts London 1 0 0

University of West London 1 0 0

Upper Iowa University 1 1 0

University of Utah 17 14 6

Valencia College 1 1 1

Valparaiso University 17 12 3

Vanderbilt University 39 1 1

Vanderbilt University - Blair School of Music 1 0 0

VanderCook College of Music 1 0 1

Vassar College 1 0 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

University of Vermont 7 5 2

Villanova University 18 5 0

Virginia Commonwealth University 1 1 0

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 12 7 0

University of Virginia-Main Campus 16 1 0

Wake Forest University 2 0 0

Wartburg College 2 2 0

Washington & Jefferson College 1 1 0

Washington State University 2 0 0

Washington University in St Louis 29 4 0

University of Washington-Seattle Campus 23 12 2

University of Washington-Tacoma Campus 1 1 0

Webster University 2 2 2

Wesleyan College 1 0 0

Wesleyan University 4 1 0

West Chester University of Pennsylvania 1 0 0

West Virginia University 6 4 0

Western Colorado University 2 1 0

Western Illinois University 15 11 2

Western Michigan University 63 48 6

Western University 1 1 0

Westminster College 1 1 0

Wheaton College 3 1 1

Whitman College 1 0 0

Wilfrid Laurier University 1 1 1

College of William and Mary 4 3 1

Williams College 2 0 0

Wingate University 2 2 0

Winona State University 2 2 2

Wisconsin Lutheran College 1 0 0

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 3 1 0

University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 2 1 1

University of Wisconsin-Madison 150 86 26

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 17 10 1

University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 2 2 1

University of Wisconsin-Parkside 1 1 0

University of Wisconsin-Platteville 4 3 0

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 3 2 1

University of Wisconsin-Stout 3 0 0

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater 12 8 2

Wittenberg University 1 1 0

Woodbury University 1 0 0

The College of Wooster 3 2 1

Wright State University-Main Campus 1 0 0

University of Wyoming 2 1 0



CLASS OF 2021 APPLICATION SUMMARY

Xavier University 22 20 4

Yale University 13 0 0

York St John University 1 0 0

TOTAL NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS = 5672

TOTAL NUMBER OF COLLEGES = 542
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